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to the current of air more complete, by two small car-
tilages (the cartilages of Santorini), which pass back-
wards and inwards as prolongations, in the shape of
small horns, of the apices of the arytenoid cartilages.
By the mutual approximation of the arytenoid cartilages
these little cartilages of Santorini are firmly pressed
together, and thus are of material assistance in securely
closing the upper end of the groove.

The movements of the arytenoid cartilages are, in
common with all voluntary movements, produced by
muscles which are attached to them, and which, moreover.

Arytonoid cartilages seen from behind, a, Cricoid cartilage; 6, articular facet for
articulation with, the inferior horn of the thyroid cartilage ; c, arytenoid cartilage ; d, car-
tilage of Santorini.

offer several points of interest. Two of these muscles
contract the glottis, and these adjust it for the produc-
tion of tone, while two others effect its relaxation.

Before attempting to describe the action of these
muscles, we must have a clear conception of those
secondary causes which regulate the results of their
contraction. There is scarcely a single muscle the
stretching action of which works independently, for there
are always other forces acting upon the point to be
moved, so that the movement arising from any muscular
contraction is the double result of the action of the